
16.06.2017 

Brot für die Welt – Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst 
Shrinking Spaces for NGOs 

Shrinking Spaces for NGOs 
Practical Experiences and Political Statements 

 
ICFO Annual General Meeting –  
Changing Spaces for Charities 
Berlin, 16 June 2017 

 



16.06.2017 

Brot für die Welt – Evangelischer Entwicklungsdienst 
Shrinking Spaces for NGOs 

Why is this issue important for us? 
 

 

 

 
• Human rights and international law dimension 
 
 
• Development dimension  
  
 Fundamental freedoms are vital for the success and stability of 
 societies and their sustainable, social and economic development 
  
 Importance of parts of civil society, which seek social change and 
 hold whose in power to account 
 
 
• Operational dimension  
 
 Funding of civil society organisations in other countries is more 
 and more restricted 
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How are our partners concerned? 

NGO laws and regulations 

Consequences 
 
• Barriers to association forming 
• Barriers to financial resources 
• Barriers to activities 
• Bureaucratisation  
• Over-regulation 
 
 

 

Arguments  
 
• need to harmonize development 
plans of state and NGOs,  
• mainstream financial resources, 
• “national security” and “public 
interest” 
• maintain home-made cultural 
patterns of a society  

Counter-terror, security, 
internet, media legisation 
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How are our partners concerned? 

Defamation, threats and attacks 

Defamation campaigns 
•  evil / uncivil society   
•  foreign agents  
•  western puppets/spies 
•  traitors 
•  enemies of the state 
•  terrorists… 

 
 
 

  
 

 

Threats and attacks 
• intimidation, threats (also regarding 

family members 
• surveillance 
• censorship 
• violence (including sexual) 
• excessive use of force during protests 
• attacks on offices 
• confiscation of IT equipment / 

documents 
• arbitrary arrets, illtreatment, torture 
• criminal investigations, charges, court 

cases, punishment 
• killings 
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How are our partners concerned? 

Defamation 
campaigns and 

attacks 

Laws and regulations 

 
Surveillance and 

police investigation 
 

 
Confiscation of 
equipment and 

documents 
 

Criminal 
charges 
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How do we react? 

Network and cooperate with local partner organisations, 
German NGOs and international networks to find common 
positions on recommendations and demands 

Build strong alliances against the global trend  

Conduct research and document to raise awareness, 
build strong basis for advocacy and lobby efforts, and to 
identify good practices 

Advocate demands/recommendations, and lobby  
decision makers on different levels (Germany, EU, UN)   

Protect partners in need of emergency assistance: quick 
financial support for relocations, security measures, legal 
support etc.  
Urgent actions for partners under immediate threat 
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Global Overview 

CIVICUS Monitor  
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Thank you for your attention 

and questions! 


