
Expansion. Promotion. Digitalization

At a glance: NPO Sector in China

Recent key dates 
2015 Boost: establishment of             

China Global Philanthropy  

Institute; Environmental 

Protection Law (public 

interest lawsuits)

March   Charity Law (CharL): relaxed 

2016      registration, more transparency

requirements, slow local 

implementation

Jan.       Law on management of   

2017      Foreign NGOs: „national 

security“ 

Until      Official pledge to erase

2020 absolute poverty 

▲No. 10:

Professionalization: 

Increasing number 

of publications and 

textbooks 

Images online
(via Chinese search engine Baidu)

Points to ponder

 Online donations: on 

the rise; issue of data 

protection/digital trust

 Legal limbo for 

cooperation between 

Chinese and foreign 

NPOs (CharL Article 15)

 „Going-out“- top-

down vs. bottom-up: 

Chinese NPOs abroad 

„soft power“ / 

humanitarian aid vs. 

exertion of influence? 

▲ No. 2: 

„have an important role 

for“; international flair

▼ No.6: 

Non-Profit and tax

Some 670,000 NPOs (GONGOs, foundations, civil non-enterprises, charities)              
(China Development Brief 2016) 

CN: $15 bio. Donation < U.S.: $358 bio. (p.a.) +127% in small-scale d@nation
(Tiezzi 2016)                                                                                                                        (China Charity Alliance 2016) 

Further Questions?

kristin.shi-kupfer@merics.de 


